
Every so often a simple truth 

will smack you upside the head 

and attach itself to the adjective 

òself-evidentó.   

In a recent online conversation 

with one of the dog handlers, I 

found a precious, eloquent, yet, 

mostly unspoken truth; that all 

Military Working Dogs are vet-

erans and should be recipients 

of veteransõ health benefits.   

Self-evident, right?  But that 

currently does not happen.  

Once a dog is adopted out by 

someone, that individual (who 

quite often is a loving, former 

handler) must pull out of his or 

her own pocket the funding 

that is necessary for health 

costs.  The  adopter often must 

cover expenses for health is-

sues that are exacerbated by 

years of grueling complex mili-

tary work: running, jumping, 

twisting, while sleeping and liv-

ing on a concrete floor in a ken-

nel. 

In just two conversations, Iõve 

found two additional handlers 

who have adopted their old 

partners:  one with Degenerative 

Myelopathy and the other need-

ing to undergo some expensive 
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Over the course of this 

year, MWDTSA volun-

teers  plan to visit vari-

ous military installations.   

Please know that 

MWDTSA travel policy 

states that -òAll travel 

done by anyone for 

MWDTSA is at the cost of 

the individual traveler.ò 

We do not use any sup-

portersô donations to 

fund our travel and 

wanted to let you know.  

www.mwdtsa.org  

 

Join MWDTSA now so 

you wonõt miss any of 

the photos, stories, news 

and highlights of 2010!  

MWDTSA KENNEL TALK  

 

Stroke of Genius:  K9 Health Benefits 

01/15/2009 - U.S. Air Force Lt. Col. Mark Henderson, left, a den-

tist with the 386th Expeditionary Medical Group, performs a 

root canal on a military working dog at an undisclosed air base 

in Southwest Asia, Jan. 15, 2009. Assisting, at right, is U.S. Army 

Capt. Elizabeth Williams, a 218th Medical Detachment veteri-

narian. (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Courtney 

Richardson/Released.)  

Continued on page 6 
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Cindy For All Seasons : A Navy Military Working Dog          Remembered As a Warrior and a Loving Family Pet 
 

òAs far back as I can remember, every Kennel Master/ Trainer I have seen has always told han-

dlers trust your dog.  And when I am helping young handlers now this is the story I tell. ~~  

I was at a  gate at Naval Station Mayport Florida doing Vehicle searches with a brand new kennel 

support that we were about to send to K9 school.  I was just going through the motions with Cindy 

since she and I were to be leaving for Iraq the next week, when I noticed her have a change of be-

havior on a truckõs passenger side.  She then sniffed under the seat and responded.  I 

looked at her and said, "you've got to be kidding".  Well just to prove she wasn't, she 

stuck her head back under the seat and pulled out a bag of marijuana.  It was then that 

the Kennel support said, "I guess you should have trusted your dog".  And even Cindy 

gave me a look that pretty much said the same thing.  So from that moment on,  I have 

trusted my dogs. ò                                 Robert Pennington  USN 

òWell guys, 

 

I was just informed that My Best partner in Crime passed 

away this morning in GA.  MWD Cindy passed away from 

what seems to be a stroke.  Her adopted family sat by her 

side all the way to the end.  She will be greatly missed.ó 

  

 Robert Pennington   USN 

Cindy was a Navy 

Dog serving along-

side handlers from  

Mayport Naval Air 

Station near Jack-

sonville, Florida 

when she retired. 

Cindy had 5 handlers and 

was deployed twice to Iraq. 

She also was in Puerto Rico 

for a bit and she worked in 

El Paso, Texas on the bor-

der in her younger years. 

She retired at the age of 10 

from her last duty station in 

Florida. 

Cindy still willing to 

please 

Cindy 

Robert and Cindy B0129 

off the plane in Iraq. 

Smiling Cindy 

Why you should consider adopting a retired Military Working Dog! 

Thanks to Rob and Avery for 

Sharing their love and stories of  Cindy. 


