
Last year we sent holiday care 

packages to nearly 200 deployed 

dog handler teams.  Each pack-

age was individually addressed 

and shipped to a particular ser-

vice member and their dog.   

Inside each box were treats, 

KONG toys, other sturdy dog 

toys, magazines, hand held 

games, grooming supplies and 

hand made cards and letters.  

We estimated an approximate 

value of about $85.00 per box 

with $12.50 to ship each box.  

This is why we are knocking on 

your door and asking you to 

support our fundraising drive 

this holiday season.   

We canõt wait until December 

to get ourselves organized.  We 

actually start shipping in just a 

few weeks to make that holiday 

cutoff for some of our For-

ward Operating Bases etc. 

We know times are tough, but 

we are hoping that our sup-

porters will understand the 

sacrifices being made by so 

many in spending their holi-

days in a distant land far from 

their family and friends.  We 

are hoping that you will re-

spond with contributions or 

other assistance.   

We received a heartfelt òthank 

youó from many of the handlers 

and veterinary staff that we sent 

packages to in 2009.  One that I 

especially loved was the photo 

included above.  This young 

man had plenty to do in the war 

zone, but he wanted to let all of 

you know that he appreciated 

what you did to support him. 

MWDTSA humbly thanks you 

for your help and continued 

support. 
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Over the course of this 

year, MWDTSA volun-

teers  plan to visit vari-

ous military installations.   

Please know that 

MWDTSA travel policy 

states that -All travel 

costs incurred by anyone 

for MWDTSA are donated 

by the individual trav-

eler. We do not use any 

supportersô donations to 

pay for our travel and 

wanted to let you know.  

www.mwdtsa.org  

 

Join MWDTSA now so 

you wonõt miss any of 

the photos, stories, news 

and highlights of 2011!  

MWDTSA KENNEL TALK  

 

Wrapping It Up for the Holidays  

A handler in Iraq 

sends a big thank 

you note to the folks 

who supported  him 

and his dog during 

Christmas last year;  

that would be 

MWDTSA and all of 

our donors.  

Wonõt you help 

make the holidays 

brighter this year  

for a team serving in 

harmõs way.   

MWDTSA is prepar-

ing for the shipment 

of holiday boxes 

and we need your 

help.  
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winds hitting a tripwire.  Be-

cause the German shepherd 

dog, or variations thereof, 

were used in the role of Scout 

Dog, their naturally keen herd-

ing eyes honed to follow 

movement of their flock were 

translated into additional skill 

sets in the jungle to assist with 

detecting movement. 

The 62ndõs Scout Dog han-

dler,  Leroy Habel, remembers 

arriving in Vietnam directly 

from Scout Dog School at 

Fort Benning.  He and his dog 

were a true team, as were all 

the successful dogs and han-

dlers.  He had excelled at the 

on-leash training and even 

completed more advanced off-

leash work with his dog, Ma-

jor.   

Upon arriving at Bien Hoa, he 

found he was face-to-face with  

a former instructor from Fort 

Benning, Sgt. Fuller, who ac-

cording to  Habel òforgot 

more about dogs than most 

handlers will ever knowó.  

Fuller recommended that Ha-

bel volunteer for the Combat 

Tracker position that Fuller 

This August has been 11 years 

that members of the 62nd In-

fantry Platoon Combat Track-

ers  (IPCT) have reunited to 

share their unique stories and  

memories with bonds that few 

other people will ever under-

stand.  The experiences they 

shared in Vietnam were unique 

to Combat Trackers. 

A typical Combat Tracker 

Team consisted of a team 

leader, a visual tracker who 

interpreted the cutting signs, 

such as broken or brushed 

twigs or bushes, a tracker dog, 

the dog handler who read the 

dogõs reaction to the scent 

track, a cover man who gave 

fire cover to whichever tracker 

(dog/handler or visual) that was 

working on point, and a com-

munications man. 

While this was the basic model 

for Combat Tracking, the team 

could be modified based on the 

mission.  The 62nd IPCT had a 

unique position for another 

dog, a Scout Dog, to be used in 

some places in front of the 

team.  This was done because 

the LT in charge of this platoon 

had been through Scout Dog 

School at Fort Benning and 

was aware of the extra dimen-

sion and skills that a Scout 

Dog could bring to the Com-

bat Tracker missions.    

The role of the Combat 

Tracker team was to find peo-

ple: POWs, infantrymen, 

downed pilots and the enemy 

by following their scent trail.  

It was a very dangerous job 

with only an approximate 400 

individuals having served in 

that role.  Of this number, a 

reported 41 were killed in ac-

tion and another 120 were 

wounded in action.   

The Combat Tracker dogs, 

often Labrador retrievers or 

Lab/Beagle mixes, used 

ground scenting and followed 

the physical trail,  much like 

we see bloodhounds track ñ 

only they completed their 

tracks much more quietly. 

They were very good at their 

jobs    

The Scout Dogs, used air 

scenting techniques, and were 

also trained on the sounds of 

needed to fill.  As Combat Trackers 

were all volunteer, nobody could 

make Habel take the job. Habel 

protested at first, òIõve never vol-

unteered for a damn thing in this 

Army.ó Sgt. Fuller replied, òThese 

boys will bring you home.ó   Habel 

volunteered. 

Another volunteer, Tom Brown 
tells his story starting in late Octo-
ber when one of the armor units 
called a tracker team out for a fresh 
trail. 

At left: Visual trackers, 
Estel Matt, ñTexò 
Spivey and dog 

handler, Steve Barton 
study a document at 

the ñPrice of Freedomò 
museum in China 
Grove, North Carolina.  

 

At right: K. O. Mills, 
Team Leader/Platoon 
Sgt.  and Leroy Habel, 
handler of Major, the 
Scout dog in the 

platoon, share a 
history.  

Price of Freedom Museum 

2420 Weaver Road 

China Grove, NC 

Hours of operation vary: 

www.priceoffreedom.com 

Email: 

info@priceoffreedom.com 

Phone: 704-857-7474 

Visit November 13, 2010 from 

9:00AM to 3:00 PMñPearl 

Harbor Memories. 

Free Parking, Free Admission  

PRICE OF FREEDOM  
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At left:  Members of the 
62nd Combat Trackers:  
Raymond Everhart with 

Otis (Tracker Dog), C.T. 
Hinely (Tracker Dog 

handler) and LeRoy 
Habel with Major 
(Scout Dog).  

 

At right: Otis T019 after 

he was awarded the 

Bronze Star with the 

ñVò Device by the 1st 

Cav Commanding 

General.  

formed his last mission in the 
field, but not before making 
sure that the folks they were 
seeking would never cause 
problems for US troops again. 

Otis T019 was a product of a 

cutting edge breeding experi-

ment to produce Super Dogs 

for the military.  He came 

from a special bio research 

team at Walter Reed Army 

Hospital.  Otis was part Labra-

dor and part beagle.  Both 

breeds are good trackers, the 

beagle is smaller and easier to 

maneuver on helicopters for 

insert and extraction in com-

bat zones,   while the Labrador 

genes helped remove some of 

the beagleõs inbred traits of 

sounding when they sight 

quarry. Also, the lab genes 

giving the dark coloration 

found on Otis. 

October of 1970 found Otis 

and his handler, Raymond 

Everhart, rappelling from a 

chopper near Song Be just 

south of  the Cambodian bor-

der.   

The call for a Combat Tracker 

òSure enough it was a blood 
trail.  There had been a short 
contact with the armor unit, the 
9th, and by the signs there were 
about five or maybe six of the 
enemy, and a couple had been 
nicked pretty good.ó After put-
ting together a small security 
element from the Calvary unit, 
the team crossed a small, swift 
stream about chest high to pick 
up the trail.   

Following the cutting signs, it 
appeared that the enemy had 
stopped to cook, eat and tend 
to the wounded, but the Com-
bat Trackers were moving 
quickly now.   

Tom continues, òNow they 
knew we were on them.  The 
trail wandered along, and my 
dog was pulling harder and 
harder.  Leroy came forward a 
couple times to see how his dog 
would alert.  It seems that 
Leroy's dog had already been 
alerting.ó   The Combat Tracker 
Team was closing in.   The fight 
would soon be upon them. 

òWe came back to the stream 
and a little place to cross.  Song 

Sorong and I had the point, 
and had not yet come out of 
the jungle, we weren't going to 
cross, just waiting for everyone 
to catch up.  We were looking 
at a log on the other side of 
the stream, Song said "VC 
sleep here."  All of a sudden 
an explosion went off,  we 
both got clipped, and I was 
rolled out to the trail.  Well the 
quarry had run into their sup-
port.ó  Now instead of five or 
six injured enemy, there were 
about ten combatants. 

òThey had rigged a hasty com-

mand detonated small some-

thing.  Song and I were both 

pinned down and hit..ó 

òWe were trying to make sure 

the folks we were following 

weren't going to bother the US 

forces any longer.ó 

Combat requires that you fight 
and fight to win. As Patton 
once said, ò No bastard ever 
won a war by dying for his 
country. He won it by making 
the other poor dumb bastard 
die for his country.ó 

On that day, Tom Brown per-

Team came after an Army unit 

happened across a small base 

camp for the Viet Cong.  One 

enemy was captured, but the 

other eluded the infantry team 

and they needed to find and stop 

the man who had escaped. 

Several trails led out of the vil-

lage base camp with Otis finding 

the right trail to follow.  On the 

trail out of the village, Otis 

alerted and his entire team hit 

the ground, followed moments 

later by the infantry men. 

If Otis hadnõt alerted, the entire 

unit would have walked straight 

into an ambush with likely dire 

consequences This 62nd team 

saved many lives that day. 

For this effort, George Franklin 

was awarded a Silver Star, Larry 

Lawless, Dieu Phouc, Rex Hill, 

Raymond Everhart and Otis 

were awarded the Bronze Star 

with the Valor Device, for heroic 

bravery in the face of the enemy. 

Otis was one of only approxi-

mately 200 dogs out of 4200 that 

were repatriated to the United 

States at the end of their service. 




