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Over the course of this
year, MWDTSA volun-
teers plan to visit vari-
ous military installations.

Please know that
MWDTSA travel policy
states that -All travel

costs incurred by anyone

for MWDTSA are donated

by the individual trav-

eler. We do not use any
supportersé do
pay for our travel and

wanted to let you know.

A handler in Iraq
sends a big thank
you note to the folks
who supported him
and his dog during
Christmas last year;
that would be
MWDTSA and all of
our donors.

Wondot you

make the holidays
brighter this year

for a team serving in
har més way

CHRISTMAS
FROM {RAQ

MWDTSA is prepar-
ing for the shipment
of holiday boxes
and we need your
help.

Last year we sent holiday cisupport our fundraising drivispond with contributions or
packages to nearly 200 deplo» this holiday season. other assistance.

dog handler teams. Each pat
age was individually addres:
and shipped to a particular s¢
vice member and their dog.

candt wait We received aerhe
to get ourselves organized. Vy oud6 from many of
actually start shipping in just and veterinary staff that we sent
few weeks to make that holidi packages to in 2009. One that |
Inside each box were trea cutoff for some of our For- especially loved was the photo
KONG toys, other sturdy do¢ward Operating Bases etc.  included above. This young
toys, magazines, hand he We know times are tough, bi man had plenty to do in the war
games, grooming supplies a\ve are hoping that our SUFzone, but he wanted to let QII of
hand made cards and I(_ette porters will understand th you know _that he apprt_euated
We estimated an approxime ,what you did to support him.

I ; sacrifices being made by
value o about $85'00 per b many in spending their holl MWDTSA humbly thanks you
with $12.50 to ship each bo

o : days in a distant land far froifor your help and continued
This is why we are knocking ¢

, their family and friends. W support.
your door and asking you Vare hoping that you will re
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Combat Trackers: 62nd IPCT Reunion

This August has been 11 yeanad been through Scout Dogvinds hitting a tripwire. Be-
that members of the 62nd InSchool at Fort Benning andause the German shepherd
fantry Platoon Combat Trackwas aware of the extra dimewog, or variations thereo
ers (IPCT) have reunited tsion and skills that a Scouwere used in the role of Sco
share their unique stories aridog could bring to the Com-Daog, their naturally keen her@Z¥ARNEEV/I@ LT
memories with ponds that fevibat Tracker missions. ing eyes honeq to  folloOVilrGyNT™N Grove, NC

other people will ever underThe role of the Comba,[movement -of their flpck wer
stand. 'Tht'a experiences _theryracker team was to find peot_rans.lated |'nto addltlongl sk
shared in Vietham were unquﬁe: POWs, sets in the jungle to assist wBAgIe=te)jig={=lo [e]a Hele] 1)

infantrymen, :
to Combat Trackers. 9etect|ng movement.

PRICE OF FREED

Price of Freedom Museum

Hours of operation vary:

downed pilots and the enem Email:

A typical Combat Trackey following their scent trailT he 62ndds S GERII@]ogle=teliig=1=ts [o]ggNelelsy!
Team consisted of a teart was a very dangerous jobler, Leroy Habel, remembe :

leader, a visual tracker whwith only an approximate 40@rriving in Vietnam directl Phone: 70485 £7474
interpreted the cutting signsndividuals having served ifrom Scout Dog School AEASIENENElolIgeichIokloRi(elyy
such as broken or brushethat role. Of this number, & ort Benning. He and his da@icAUYa\RREEVORS " BECET
twigs or bushes, a tracker doggported 41 were killed in aowere a true team, as were [@aCUslel@V/ETlIEES

the dog handler who reaq theon and .anot_her 120 wer¢he successful dogs and hJiI=ss Parking, Free Admission
dogds react i owoundedin adtidne s ¢ dliers. He had excelled at thé
t_rack, a cover man who 9aVBr o Combat Tracker dogs?meaSh training and evefrﬁeeded to fil. As Combat Trackers
fire cover to whichever traCkerten Labrador retrievers OIcompleted more advanced-o

(dog/handler or visual) that Waﬁab/Beagle mixes éeash work with his dog, Mar e all volunteer, nobody could

. . use make Habel take the job. Habel
work.mg_on point, and a ComZ;round scenting and followed" protested at first
munications man. the physical trail, much lik&Jpon arriving at Bien Hoa, h&inteered for a damn thing in this
While this was the basic mod&le see bloodhounds tragk found he was fage-face with Ar my . 6 Sgt . Full er
for Combat Tracking, the teanonly they completed theirm former instructor from Forth oy s wi | | bring yo
could be modified based on th#acks much more quietlyBenning, Sgt. Fuller, who agGrolunteered.
mission. The 62nd IPCT had @&hey were very good at thec or di ng to A'qua}h%re \}oluntgefr OTE)H? %rtown
unique position for anotheljobs more about dogs than mosfells his stor star’ in late Octo-

. . in
dog, a Scout Dog, to be used ifye  geout Dogs, used af @Ndl €r s  wil lpe V\ﬁ]é(neoge oft‘fhg St units
some places in front of thescenting techniques, and wefdiller recommended that Hagg|led a tracker team out for a fresh
team. This was done becaua?so trained on the sounds cHel volunteer for the Combatraj.

the LT in charge of this platoon Tracker position that Fuller

At left: Visual trackers,
Est el Mat t
Spivey and dog
handler, Steve Barton
study a document at
the APrice
museum in China
Grove, North Carolina.

At right: K. O. Mills,
Team Leader/Platoon
Sgt. and Leroy Habel,
handler of Major, the
Scout dog in the
platoon, share a
history.
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Matthews, NC.: Photos & Memories

dSure enough SBaongvaadsl hal thé pomtiPdned his last mission in the Team came after an Army unit
trail. There had been a shorand had not yet come out ofield, but not before making happened across a small base
contact with the armor unit, thehe jungle, we weren't going téure that the folks they were camp for the Viet Cong. One
oth, and by the signs there weteoss, just waiting for everyongeeking would never CaUs€enemy was captured, but the
about ﬁVe or maybe SiX Of theo CatCh Up.We were |00king prOblemS for us troops agaln' Other e|uded the infantry team
enemy, and a couple had beanh a log on t,he other _side of _ and they needed to find and stop
nic ked pretty _tr‘@ ostieaml,l 0Sony f shie r'V©p§uT019 was a prpduct of @ the man who had escaped.

ting together a small securityleep here."All of a sudden cutting edge breeding experi- _ _
element from the Calvary unitn explosion went off, we ment to produce Super Dogs Several trails led out of the vil-
the team crossed a §ma||, S\_Nifbth got clipped, .and | Wasor the military. He came lage .base camp with Otis finding
stream about chest high to pictolled out to the trailWell the from a special bio research the right trail to follow. On the

up the trail. quarry had run into their sqpfﬁaént ¢ chxlter Beedf ArU]y trail out of the village, Otis
port.o Now I tal Ohs was part Labras aleRed and his entire team  hit
Following the cutting signs, ifiX injured enemy, there wergospita’. Otis was part Labra- th d, followed t
: dor and part beagle. Both "€ ground, followed moments
appeared that the enemy haPout ten combatants. later by the infant
stopped to cook, eat and tend breeds are good trackers, the'at€r Dy the intantry men.

to the wounded, but the Comé They had r i g §e8de issSmayjlgr gndpasigrgopyt Ot is hadndt al
bat Trackers were movingnand detonated small somd&naneuver on helicopters for unit would have walked straight

quickly now. thing. Song and | were bothiNSert and extraction in com- into an ambush with likely dire
pinned down a R&ZOpes, ¢ while §re Labrador consequences This 62nd team
Tom <continues ONow _t hey. geneshelped remove some ofsaved many lives that day.

knew we were on themThe O We weTe tryifngetgeomgkessu riF%wr refl . graits. o
trail wandered along, and mghe follks we were fOIIOW'ngsounding when they sight g d’ < g o L
dog was pulling harder and#eren'tgoing to bother the U%uarry. Also, the lab geneswaslawar? a hlver ar, r’fllry
harder. Leroy came forward & or ces any | o Bi¥rg " the® dark coloration IF_zaW ess,d DIEU Ph ouc, Rdex (;—h .
couple times to see how his d : ' und on Otis aymon verhart an tis
would alert. It seems thatofr(])(;n %Zth;egou'ﬁisnthzgygiggrp ' ~ Wwere awarded the Bronze Star
Leroy's dog had already begi, . & < ai d o ggtgper of 19 Oaf?URBd Ofis, with the Valor Device, for heroic
al er tTher(;gm_bét Track_erwon a war by dyiné for hisand0 his ﬁan ler,  Raymond bravery in the face of the enemy.
P © the other poor dumb bastar@hopper near Song Be just
die for his c 6authefrthe Cambodian bor-
OWe came back to the str eaga.
and a little place to cross. Sor&gn that day

f

tis was one of only approxi-

mately 200 dogs out of 4200 that
were repatriated to the United
States at the end of their service.
Tom Brown per-The call for a Combat Tracker

At left: Members of the
62nd Combat Trackers:
Raymond Everhart with

8 Otis (Tracker Dog), C.T.
Hinely (Tracker Dog
handler) and LeRoy
Habel with Major
(Scout Dog).

At right: Otis T019 after
he was awarded the
Bronze Star with the
ifVo Device
Cav Commanding
General.







